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Ontario's Promise invites the 
Francophone community to work 
together in partnerships to fulfill 
five promises to Ontario's children 
and youth. Launched in November 
2000 by Premier Mike Harris, 
Ontario's Promise encourages indi- 
viduals, communities, not-for-profit 
organizations and governments to 
dedicate themselves to keeping 
five promises - a healthy 
start, an adult who cares, 
a safe place to learn 

and grow, the tools to 
succeed and a chance 
to make a difference - 
that will ensure that 
Ontario's young people 


Now is the time to 
make long dreamed- 
about projects 

for French- 
speaking 
young 
children 
and their families 
a reality! Francophone 
communities are invited 
to submit proposals to the 
Early Years Challenge Fund before 
November 30, 2001 for projects 
lasting for up to 3 years. 
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These projects - building on 
existing programs or creating new 
ones = must provide settings for 
children to experience activity-based 
learning, resources for parents 
and caregivers, mobile or 
satellite activities to support 

families living in isolated 
communities. Also 
considered are pro- 
grams that support 
cross-sector infor- 
mation exchange 
and networking 
between profes- 
sionals or which 
undertake public 
awareness and collabo- 
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ood Start 


Ontario's Promise 


The Partnership for Children and Youth 


receive the resources and opportu- 
nities they need to become happy, 
healthy and responsible adults. 


Every person in Ontario is being 
asked to get involved and contribute, 
for example by volunteering at an 
after-school program; by forming 
a parenting network to provide 
tips and referrals; or by promoting 
mentoring youth internships and 


Join the Early Years 


rative outreach. Projects must start 


between January | and March 31, 2002. 


The budget for Francophone projects 
in 2001-2002 is $1.2 million. 


The Fund engages the private 
sector, community organizations 
and other partners, in developing 
collaborative and creative initiatives 
to support children and families. 
Up to 75% in-kind contributions 
are permitted in the Francophone 
proposals. Every program must 
aim at being available, accessible 
and affordable to all young children. 


“The provincial government 
and the Premier have a keen interest 
in services provided to the youngest 
residents of Ontario, and in parti- 
cular, to Francophones”, says John 
Baird, the Minister Responsible for 
Children and for Francophone Affairs. 
“We consider essential to provide 
quality long-term community projects 
to this section of the population.” 


Early Years Challenge Fund 
Guidelines and Application packages 
are available on the website 


www.childsec.gov.on.ca 


summer jobs in places of business. 
Corporations, non-profit agencies 
and organizations can contribute 
by increasing the resources or 
programs that they provide to 
children and youth. 


For more information, visit the 
web site wiv ontariospromise.com 
french or call (416) 327-1716 or 
toll-free 1-866-ONT-KIDS. (2 


Challenge! 


For more information, call 
(416) 326-2800 or John Miller, project 
coordinator at (416) 327-0234. 


ss... 


Announced recently, the 
Francophone Early Years Steering 
Committee is made up of commu- 
nity leaders and child development 
experts. Appointments to the 
Francophone Committee were made 
by Order in Council. Maxim Jean- 
Louis (Sudbury) is Committee Chair. 
Members are: Francine Morissette 
(Toronto); Albert Bourdeau (Embrun); 
Johanne Serafin (Mississauga); 
Réjean Nadeau (Orléans); Gabrielle 
Blais (Orléans); Mariette Carrier- 
Fraser (Hamilton); Colombe Hinse 
(Sudbury) and Shana Verrier- 
Claveau (Hearst). 


Among its various responsi- 
bilities, the Committee will compile 
community inventories of Franco- 
phone early child development servi- 
ces and resources, review Francophone 
Early Years Challenge Fund submis- 
sions and develop partnerships, 
agreements and protocols to support 
the design and implementation of 
community-based Early Years 
Action Plans. @ 


Ontario 


Pavilion 


At the Games 
of la 
Francophonie 


In the peaceful setting of 
Major's Hill Park, bordering the 
Outaouais River and the Ottawa 
Locks, with perfect weather 
between July 12 and 24, 33,000 
people visited the Ontario 
Pavilion, as part of the festivities 
at the Fétes Gourmandes, Some 
forty Franco-Ontarian groups 
and artists offered the best, from 
Deux Saisons, Daniel Pichette 
Trio, Manon Séguin to the historic 
reunion of CANO. Collège 
d'Alfred's Chef Chantal Caron 
also became a star, her love of 
food showing in specialties such 
as a “maple infused parfait" and a 
“bean and chicken terrine!” 


While the Pavilion was an 
artistic and culinary showcase, 
Ontario proved once again that 
there is “More to Discover” with 
its bilingual and personable 
travel guides providing useful 
information and distributing 
brochures and maps at the 
tourism booth, While several 
Ontario wineries were featured, 
the Niagara region as well as 
the Ottawa area were understand- 
ably favourites amongst various 
popular destinations. “Many 
volunteers devoted their time, 
ensuring that visitors at the 
Pavilion would remember this 
part of the world and would 
come back”, said John Baird, 
Minister Responsible for 
Francophone Affairs. The 
Government of Ontario wishes 
to thank all volunteers, staff 
and partners who made this 
Pavilion memorable. e 


Bravo to Ontario Participants at 


the Games of la Francophonie 


More than one hundred Ontario artists and athletes will remember 


the Games of la Francophonie as a fabulous experience, from the opening 


ceremonies involving 3,000 
participants from 52 countries 
and states in a kaleidoscope 
of culture, the Francosphère 
where all Canadian partici- 
pants stayed, to the closing 
ceremonies where Ontarian 
David Danzon of Corpus 
handed the flag of the IV" 
Games of la Francophonie 
to Niger, the destination for 
the Vi Games of la Francophonie 
in 2005. Ontario artists shone on 
the international stage with all 
three medals for the Canadian 
delegation, thus placing Canada 
in the 1% position in the cultural 
medal ranking. 


Raised for the first time over the 
University of Sudbury in 1975, the 
Franco-Ontarian flag has now been 
recognized as an official emblem 
for the Province of Ontario through 
Bill 18, the Franco-Ontarian Emblem 
Act, 2001. The bill obtained una- 
nimous support from the members 
of the Legislative Assembly of Ontario 
and received Royal Assent on 
June 29, 2001. 


The Act gives an official status 
to the flag created by Sudbury’s 
Gaétan Gervais and Michel Dupuis. 
The Ontario French-speaking 
community has consistently used 
the flag as its emblem since its 
conception. The lily evokes the 


The winning artists are (as seen above): Corpus (Toronto) won 
gold in Busking, Stefan Psenak (Ottawa) won silver in Poetry and 
Geneviève Ruest (Ottawa) won bronze in Photography. 


Congratulations to all Ontario artists and athletes within the 
Canadian delegation. They won a total of 16 medals including 8 gold.@ 


French-speaking community 


worldwide, whereas the trillium is 


the floral emblem of Ontario. 
Green represents summer and 
white recalls winter: together they 
describe the diversity of Ontario's 
culture and climate. 


The flag will remain a symbol 
of a vibrant and dynamic Franco- 
phone community for generations 
to come. In Ontario, the French 
language is recognized as an official 
language in the courts, in education 
and in the Legislative Assembly. It 
has been present in Ontario for 
350 years. e 


Long live the Franco-Ontarian flag! 


An Act to Recognize the Emblem 
of the Ontario 
French-Speaking Community 


The Franco-Ontarian flag is raised at 
Queen's Park on June 24, 2001 


French Language Rights 


in Ontario courts: 
Rules of professional conduct amended 


The Rules of Professional Conduct 
for all Ontario lawyers have recently 
been amended by the Law Society 
of Upper Canada. A new commen- 
tary to rule “1.03 - Interpretation” 
now includes a duty to advise clients 
of their French language rights, in 
connection with the legal matter for 
which they consult a lawyer. 


This means that a client has 
a right to demand the use of French 


| ome 
LET RIGHT PREVAIL 
Barreau 


The Law Society of | du Haut-Canada 
Upper Canada 


in any court established by Parliament 
under the Constitution Act, 1982 
and from Ontario government agencies 
in accordance to the French Language 
Services Act. As well, the Criminal Code 


guarantees an accused!s right to a 
trial before a court that speaks French 
and finally, the Ontario Courts of 
Justice Act gives French-speaking 
people the right to a trial in French, 


For more information, contact 
Geneviève Proulx, Law Society of 
Upper Canada at (416) 947-5202, 
www.lsuc.on.ca/services frenchrule] jsp 


or Marcel Castonguay, Ministry of the 


Attorney General at (416) 326-4056.@ 


Young and old, people across 
Ontario are making valuable con- 
tributions to make their communities 
safe, caring and prosperous. Awards 
were presented to 6,000 volun- 
teers in 39 communities across the 
province in 2001, which has been 
proclaimed as the International Year 
of Volunteers by the United Nations 
General Assembly. Here are some 
of the deserving Francophones: 


Gilberte Gilbert, of Oshawa, 
was awarded the Outstanding 
Achievement Awards for Voluntarism in 
Ontario, which recognizes extra- 
ordinary leadership, innovation and 
creativity. For 43 years, Mrs. Gilbert 
has served at the Féderation des femmes 
canadiennes-francaises de l'Ontario. 
She helped establish French language 
schools and a French language parish 
and is involved in various women’s 
groups such as S.O.S. Femmes. 
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For his part, Paul Chauvin, of 
Windsor, is one of the recipients of 
the 2001 Ontario Senior Achievement 
Awards, awarded to Ontario residents. 
over the age of 65 who have made 
outstanding voluntary contributions 
to their community. His accomplish- 
ments include the establishment of 
three French language secondary 
schools in the province. He is cur- 
rently working with Club Richelieu 
de Windsor. 


The Ontario Medal for Young 
Volunteers is presented each year to 
people between the ages of 15 and 
24 who have shown leadership, 
initiative and perseverance. Marie- 
Claude Robert, 18, of Cornwall, is an 
active volunteer member of la 
Fédération de la jeunesse franco- 
ontarienne, and is part of Amnesty 
International. Along with tutoring 
students in mathematics, she has 


contributed to the success of many 
activities at her school 


Finally, Noemi Paquette, 16, of 
Sudbury, received the 2001 Lincoln 
M. Alexander Award for her leadership 
in promoting racial harmony and 
eliminating discrimination in her 
community. A student at Ecole 
secondaire Macdonald Cartier in Sudbury 
and a member of the Association 
multiculturelle francophone de l'Ontario, 
Miss Paquette has designed an 
anti-racism colouring book for junior 
elementary school children, made 
anti-racism presentations to senior 
elementary classes, and has 
organized awareness-building 
campaigns and discussion groups 
to help find solutions to racism. 


For more information, consult 
WWW. goV.on.ca/meczcr ® 
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